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Semester Taught: Spring 2013
The phenomenon of anti-Semitism during the totalitarian regime of former Czechoslovakia has
been largely marginalized, and even today the specifics of that phenomenon have not been
sufficiently reflected upon by the Czech public. This course explores and identifies the expressions
of anti-Semitism in contemporary Czech society and points out analogous parallel manifestations
in the pre-war era.
The course is composed of two parts: a theoretical part and an empirical part. The theoretical part
focuses on a description and analysis of the attributes belonging to particular groups in the Czech
Republic who, on different bases of interest or ideology, lean toward anti-Semitism. Today, these
groups can be categorized as: neo-Nazis or extreme right-wing fundamentalists, pro-Palestinian
activists, radical Muslim circles, and pseudo-academic anti-Semitic scholars.
The empirical part is divided into three main phases. In the first phase, students analyse print and
electronic text extracts with explicit or latent anti-Semitic content. In the second phase students
will do fieldwork of “The Visual History Archive”, as students turn their attention to trace back
symptoms of anti-Semitism in the pre-war era through eyewitness accounts. Manifestations of prewar anti-Semitism (once oversimplified) will be shown to have noticeable parallels to the present
expression of anti-Semitism used not only by extreme right-wing groups, but even in the
conservative spectrum of Czech society. Emphasis will be placed on obtaining active understanding
and deeper empathy through listening to the stories. In the third phase, a discussion with a guestlecturer (a survivor of Nazi persecution) will take place. Students can pose questions which arose
during their fieldwork with “The Visual History Archive”.

Schedule:


Week 1: An introduction to the topic, definition of terms and literature list



Week 2: General origins and development of anti-Semitism



Week 3: Different forms of anti-Semitism (with an emphasis on contemporary
manifestations)



Week 4: Anti-Semitism in the Czech lands in the period from the beginning of the 20th
century until today. Specific manifestations of anti-Semitism in Pre-World War II period.
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Week 5 & 6: Description and analysis of characteristics of neo-Nazis; extreme right-wing
fundamentalists; pro-Palestinian activists; radical Muslim circles and anti-Semitic pseudoacademics.



Week 7: Analysis of print and electronic text extracts with explicit or latent anti-Semitic
content



Week 8: Introduction to fieldwork in “The Visual History Archive” database



Week 9: Begin fieldwork in “The Visual History Archive” database. Students work to trace
back signs of anti-Semitism in Pre-World War II period through eyewitness accounts.



Week 10: Follow-up fieldwork in “The Visual History Archive” database



Week 11: Processing and fieldwork results comparison



Week 12: Discussion with a guest-lecturer (a survivor of Nazi persecution)



Week 13: Final summary and reflections
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