
[image: ][image: ] 

Contact: Josh Grossberg 213-740-6065
josh.grossberg@usc.edu
Rob Kuznia 213-740-0965
rkuznia@usc.edu
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

USC To Host International Academic Conference on Digital Approaches to Genocide Studies

Los Angeles, Sept. 7, 2017 – USC Shoah Foundation Center for Advanced Genocide Research, in collaboration with the USC Digital Humanities Program, will host an international conference in October that will focus on the opportunities and challenges presented by the advancement of digital technologies.
“Digital Approaches to Genocide Studies” will feature scholars from a variety of disciplines to examine the relationships between digital methodologies, practices, ethics and contemporary Holocaust and genocide research.
The two-day conference will be held on October 23-24 at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles, California. At the conference, leading and emerging scholars will investigate and debate the ways in which digital tools and methods, new media, and information technologies can help raise new questions, improve understanding, deepen analysis and pioneer new approaches in Holocaust and genocide studies.
Researchers will discuss a range of topics, from the ethical ramifications of vlogging, taking selfies and playing Pokémon at Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum to using Geographic Information Systems to study family arrests and separations during the Holocaust in Italy.
[bookmark: _GoBack] “Our conference will bring together international cutting-edge interdisciplinary research on digital methods that will open new avenues for our understanding of the Holocaust and other genocides. The scholars who gather there will explore the tension between the potential and the limits of digital approaches and tools,” said Wolf Gruner, the founding director of the Center for Advanced Genocide Research.
Among the topics to be discussed by the two dozen scholars from Australia, Great Britain, Canada, Germany, Poland, France and the United States in attendance will include
· Social Media, Genocide Commemoration and Augmented Reality;
· The Capacities of Geographic Information Systems for Analyzing Holocaust Spaces;
· Mapping Social Networks and Personal Experience.
There will also be a discussion on New Dimensions in Testimony, USC Shoah Foundation’s groundbreaking technology that enables people to have lifelike conversation with a recording of a Holocaust survivor long into the future.
“I am delighted that Shoah Foundation will hold this conference on ‘Digital Approaches to Genocide Research,’” said Peter C. Mancall, divisional dean for the humanities and the principal investigator for this Mellon-sponsored digital humanities program. “We aim to understand how to use digital tools to advance comprehension of pressing issues. This conference will offer cutting-edge approaches to our understanding of the terror of genocide.”

To learn more about and register for the conference, visit: https://sfi.usc.edu/cagr/conferences/2017_international. 
For updates, subscribe to the Center’s monthly newsletter on its website: cagr.usc.edu.
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About USC Shoah Foundation 
USC Shoah Foundation — The Institute for Visual History and Education is dedicated to making audio- visual interviews with survivors and other witnesses of the Holocaust and other genocides, a compelling voice for education and action. The Institute’s current collection of 55,000 eyewitness testimonies contained within its Visual History Archive preserves history as told by the people who lived it, and lived through it. Housed at the University of Southern California, within the Dana and David Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, the Institute works with partners around the world to advance scholarship and research, to provide resources and online tools for educators, and to disseminate the testimonies for educational purposes. 
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