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Bracha	  Katz	  

Like	  several	  other	  children	  in	  the	  photograph,	  Bracha	  Katz	  (formerly	  Berta	  Weinhaber)	  avoided	  the	  gas	  
chamber	  of	  Auschwitz	  by	  being	  one	  of	  the	  few	  selected	  for	  Dr.	  Josef	  Mengele’s	  medical	  experiments,	  
but	  she	  was	  one	  of	  even	  fewer	  who	  survived	  the	  experiments	  and	  deplorable	  conditions	  of	  the	  camp.	  

Bracha	  was	  the	  second	  youngest	  of	  six	  siblings,	  born	  March	  28,	  1930,	  in	  Bratislava,	  Czechoslovakia.	  Her	  
father	  was	  descended	  from	  a	  long	  line	  of	  rabbis	  and	  was	  the	  head	  of	  the	  Jewish	  community	  in	  Bratislava.	  
In	  1942,	  Bracha’s	  three	  older	  brothers	  were	  sent	  to	  the	  Majdanek	  concentration	  camp,	  and	  in	  1944,	  the	  
rest	  of	  the	  family	  was	  forced	  into	  the	  Sered	  concentration	  camp.	  Just	  two	  months	  later,	  Bracha,	  her	  
younger	  brother	  Adolf,	  older	  sister	  Rachel,	  and	  their	  parents	  were	  sent	  by	  cattle	  car	  to	  Auschwitz-‐
Birkenau.	  Bracha	  remembers	  the	  car	  being	  so	  crowded	  she	  couldn’t	  breathe.	  

When	  they	  arrived	  on	  the	  selection	  platform	  at	  Auschwitz,	  a	  Jewish	  kapo,	  or	  supervisor,	  told	  Bracha	  to	  
pretend	  that	  she	  and	  Adolf	  were	  twins,	  even	  though	  he	  was	  two	  years	  younger.	  As	  “twins,”	  they	  were	  
selected	  for	  Mengele’s	  medical	  experiments	  block.	  Though	  Bracha	  did	  not	  often	  reveal	  much	  about	  
what	  happened	  to	  her	  there,	  she	  remembers	  vividly	  her	  friendship	  with	  Eva	  Slonim,	  who	  is	  also	  in	  the	  
photograph.	  Eva	  was	  also	  from	  Bratislava	  and	  the	  two	  were	  the	  oldest	  children	  in	  the	  block	  so	  they	  
would	  often	  take	  care	  of	  the	  younger	  children.	  Using	  their	  fingers	  in	  the	  air,	  Bracha	  and	  Eva	  would	  write	  
songs.	  Sixty	  years	  later,	  they	  reunited	  in	  Poland	  and	  were	  still	  able	  to	  sing	  a	  song	  they	  had	  written	  
together	  in	  the	  camp.	  

Adolf	  became	  very	  sick	  and	  was	  coughing.	  One	  day,	  the	  Germans	  took	  him	  away	  and	  Bracha	  never	  saw	  
him	  again.	  Someone	  told	  her	  that	  he	  had	  been	  shot.	  

Bracha	  survived	  until	  the	  Soviet	  Army	  liberated	  Auschwitz	  on	  Jan.	  27,	  1945.	  A	  man	  named	  Kon,	  who	  was	  
a	  relative	  of	  Bracha’s	  took	  her,	  Eva,	  Eva’s	  sister	  Marta,	  and	  some	  other	  children	  to	  a	  school	  in	  Krakow	  to	  
recover.	  Bracha	  continued	  on	  to	  Bratislava,	  but	  she	  did	  not	  find	  any	  family	  there,	  so	  she	  went	  with	  Eva	  
and	  Marta	  to	  a	  hostel	  in	  the	  Tatra	  mountains.	  Eventually,	  a	  cousin	  found	  her	  there	  and	  took	  her	  to	  
Bratislava	  to	  reunite	  with	  her	  mother	  and	  sister	  Rachel,	  who	  had	  been	  at	  a	  German	  arms	  factory.	  

The	  three	  planned	  to	  go	  to	  Israel	  together,	  but	  Bracha’s	  mother	  died	  of	  a	  heart	  attack	  two	  months	  
before	  they	  were	  scheduled	  to	  depart,	  in	  1949.	  Bracha	  and	  Rachel	  continued	  on,	  and	  one	  year	  later	  
Bracha	  met	  her	  husband	  Ze’ev	  Katz.	  Bracha	  and	  Ze’ev	  have	  two	  daughters,	  Pnina	  and	  Lea,	  six	  
grandchildren	  and	  one	  great-‐grandchild.	  

	  


