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Welcome 

Safeguarding the Past 
for the Future

he USC Shoah
Foundation
Institute has col-
lected, digitized,

and indexed 52,000 testimonies
of survivors and other witnesses
of the Holocaust. We are now

embarked on a world-
wide effort to provide
access to them so they
may be used for educa-
tional purposes.

The testimony we
began collecting in 1994
is at the heart of our
every endeavor. Our mis-
sion thus depends upon
the preservation of the
archive; the life stories 
it holds are the links
through which genera-

tions of people, ever more dis-
tant in time and space from the
Holocaust, will come to under-
stand its historical significance
and human consequences.

The archive now has a per-
manent home at the University
of Southern California. This was
an essential step in safeguarding
the testimonies, but videotape
degrades over time, and the
tapes on which the testimonies
were originally recorded will
ultimately become unusable. 

In light of this inevitable out-
come, the Office of the Provost
is supporting a preservation

effort that will permit the 
Institute to replace the aging
videotaped testimonies with
exact digital replicas. Two 
pristine copies of each digitized
testimony will be managed by
separate robotic systems at the
University’s new data center;
this massive project will ensure
that the faces and voices of 
survivors and witnesses will 
still be seen and heard in the
decades ahead.

This multi-year preservation
project is consistent with our
pledge to secure the testimonies
for all time. Simultaneously, our
educational mission is expand-
ing, and a second major proj-
ect—the redesign of our web-
site—signals our desire to deliv-
er testimony-based resources to
the widest possible audiences.
In response to the near-ubiqui-
tous transition toward online
learning, the new website pro-
vides straightforward access to
products, services, and other
educational resources.

The Institute not only relies
on charitable contributions to
support major projects like
these, but it also relies upon
donors to help make the archive
accessible throughout the world.
We are especially proud to say
that our longstanding partner,
the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, has become
the twelfth institution to have
complete electronic access to
the archive.

These new initiatives create
new opportunities to learn from
the memories of survivors and
other witnesses, and bring us
closer to a world that is free
from intolerance and bigotry.
Thank you for the loyalty and
ongoing support that have
enabled us to come this far and
will carry us into the future.

Douglas Greenberg
Executive Director
Professor of History

“Our mission…depends upon the preservation
of the archive; the life stories it holds are the
links through which generations of people, 
ever more distant in time and space from the
Holocaust, will come to understand its historical
significance and human consequences.” 
— Douglas Greenberg

t
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Testimonies

t universities through-
out the world, elec-

tronic access to the
Institute’s archive

is helping graduate students
conduct research and allowing
professors to enhance the cours-
es they teach through the use of
visual history testimony. Twelve
institutions on three continents
now offer access to the com-
plete archive via Internet2 or
other high-capacity networks,
and the testimonies of survivors
and other witnesses have been

used in almost 50 higher educa-
tion courses since 2003.

In years past, many university
students who studied the
Holocaust relied on textbooks,
scholarly journals, archival
footage, and other primary and
secondary resources; few had
the opportunity to learn from
individuals who remember the
events firsthand. But at institu-
tions like Monash University in
Melbourne, Australia, visual 

history testimony is
adding a new
dimension to
Holocaust educa-
tion. In one course
taught by Professor
Mark Baker of the

Australian Centre for Jewish
Civilisation, “The use of testi-
mony has transformed the study
of the Holocaust, and genocide
in general,” Baker said, “from
an abstraction to a reality that

impacted people just like our-
selves.”

Holocaust education is only
one of many subject areas in
which the archive is being used;
the variety of disciplines and
courses that has utilized testi-
mony demonstrates the
archive’s versatility as an educa-
tional resource. At the
University of Southern
California, for example, stu-
dents have viewed testimony in
disciplines ranging from busi-
ness writing to terrorism and
genocide studies. At Freie
Universität Berlin, the archive
has been used by the depart-
ments of art history, English lit-
erature, film studies and cine-

matography, history, Jewish
studies, and political 
science; courses that have 
incorporated testimony include
Cultural Studies, Cultures of
Commemoration and European

The Archive at Work 
Around the World

“The use of testimony has transformed
the study of the Holocaust, and geno-
cide in general, from an abstraction 
to a reality that impacted people just 
like ourselves.” – Mark Baker

At institutions like the University
of Southern California (above) and
Rice University (right), testimony
from the Institute’s archive has
enhanced almost 50 courses. a
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he USC Shoah
Foundation
Institute and the
United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum’s
(USHMM) relationship began
14 years ago, shortly after the
USHMM site in Washington,
D.C., had been dedicated and
just as the Survivors of the
Shoah Visual History Foundation
was being established.

Since that time, USHMM
has welcomed 25 million visi-
tors and become a leading
research destination for scholars,
researchers, and students from
dozens of countries. As an insti-
tution to which so many turn for
information about the
Holocaust, USHMM is an opti-
mal location from which to pro-
vide access to the world’s largest
collection of survivor and wit-
ness testimony; this summer, it
became the twelfth institution
to gain electronic access to the
entire Visual History Archive.

“Scholars visit USHMM from
all over the world to conduct
research on the Holocaust,”
Douglas Greenberg, Institute

Executive Director, said. “We
are thrilled that the archive will
be accessible at the Museum
and to have helped to create a
research opportunity of great
significance.” 

In June, the Institute’s
Director of Archival Access 
and Special Projects, Karen
Jungblut, trained USHMM 
staff on the use of the archive.

“The instruction they received
will enable the Museum to pro-
vide vital support for those who
wish to explore the nearly
52,000 testimonies contained in
the archive,” Jungblut said. In
addition to providing training,
Jungblut also gave a presenta-
tion on the archive to members
of the American Library
Association (ALA) and other
conference attendees at
“Resources and Remembrance:
ALA Visits the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

“Our visitors tell us that the
Museum’s unique power is the
way it personalizes history,
bringing a human dimension to
the enormity of the Holocaust,”
Sara J. Bloomfield, Director of
USHMM, said. “The Visual
History Archive is an important
contribution to this effort, and
we are grateful to be able to
make this unparalleled resource
available to our millions of visi-
tors from the U.S. and abroad.”

Archival Access 
in Washington, D.C.

t
(L to R) Karen Jungblut, Institute Director of Archival Access and 
Special Projects; Erwin Schiff; Charlene Schiff; Michael Goldman Haley,
USHMM Survivor Registry; Ellen Zyroff, Principal Librarian, Public
Relations, San Diego County Library.

The United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, which has
welcomed 25 million visitors
since 1993, now offers electronic
access to the Institute’s Visual
History Archive.

Identity, and Qualitative Research
Methodologies. Faculty members
at Rice University have drawn
on testimony from the archive
to teach Anthropology,
Documentary Production, German
History, Gender and Symbolism,
and Rhetoric, to name only a few
courses.

Access to the Institute’s

archive at universities has done
more than provide an innova-
tive and flexible educational
tool. For some professors, the
breadth and scope of informa-
tion contained in the archive
has even changed the perspec-
tive with which they regard tra-
ditional disciplines, such as the
humanities. “The archive offers

a unique and exciting opportu-
nity for humanities research and
teaching,” Gregory Kaplan,
Anna Smith Fine Assistant
Professor of Judaic Studies at
Rice University, said. “Such an
expansive and extensive per-
spective on the witness of the
Holocaust gives us a reason to
hope that the humanities can

enter a new stage of relevance
to the general public and espe-
cially the young leaders whom
we are charged with educating.”

To learn more about institutions
that offer electronic access to
the archive, visit www.college.
usc.edu/vhi/testimoniesaround
theworld.
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uring World 
War II, Corrie 
ten Boom and
her family hid

Jews and members of the
underground Dutch Resistance
at their home in Holland. Their
willingness to risk their own
lives led to their eventual cap-
ture and imprisonment but 
not before they had saved hun-
dreds from Nazi persecution. 

In honor of her courage, 

the USC Shoah Foundation
Institute has established the
Corrie ten Boom Research
Awards, made possible 
through generous funding by
the Ahmanson Charitable
Community Trust. “Corrie ten
Boom risked her life so that
others might live,” Roberta
Ahmanson said. “We need to
ponder her example and that of
others like her, not only today
but for generations to come.”

The awards enable postdoc-
toral scholars and dissertation
candidates to conduct research
at the Institute for periods of
one to six months. While at the
Institute, recipients receive
training in the use of digital
library software, as well as work-
space and access to the Visual
History Archive. “The volume,
diversity, and nature of the testi-
monies contained in the archive
make it a unique resource for
scholarship of many kinds,”
Douglas Greenberg, Institute
Executive Director, said.

Liora Gubkin, Assistant
Professor of Religious Studies
and Women and Gender
Studies Chair at California State
University, Bakersfield, came to
the Institute for six weeks this

summer to study the relation-
ship between spiritual resist-
ance and Jewish survival. Her
research in this area follows 
the recent publication of her
book, You Shall Tell Your
Children: Holocaust Memory in
American Passover Ritual, and
was inspired by a 2005 visit to
the Institute, where she found
testimony from Holocaust sur-
vivors who shared memories of
commemorating Passover in
concentration camps. “That
experience changed the trajec-
tory of my research,” Gubkin
said. “I was left both with a
sense of how inspiring those
testimonies are and also with a 
lot of questions.” 

Doctoral student Jeff
Koerber, of the Strassler 
Family Center for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies at Clark
University, in Massachusetts,

also conducted research at the
Institute this summer. Koerber
had previously identified the
archive as an important resource
when he discovered that
approximately 90 people who

Testimonies

Research Awards 
Honor Dutch Rescuer

d
The awards enable post-
doctoral scholars and 
dissertation candidates 

to conduct research at the Institute for periods of
one to six months. While at the Institute, recipients
receive training in the use of digital library soft-
ware…and access to the Visual History Archive.

The ten Boom family home (above)
became a hiding place for Jews
and other fugitives during the war.
(right) Liora Gubkin and Jeff
Koerber, recipients of the Corrie
ten Boom Research Awards.
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gave testimony had been born
in Grodno or Vitebsk, two
towns at the center of his 
dissertation research. Once he
arrived at the Institute, Koerber
was able to undertake a thor-
ough, nuanced study of those
testimonies, which provided
knowledge typically omitted
from local records. “There were
gaps throughout the whole
timeline, because official docu-
ments only cover certain aspects
of life,” Koerber explained.

“The testimonies tell you how
those people actually lived.”

In spring 2008, two more
recipients of the Corrie ten
Boom Research Awards will
visit the Institute. Joanna
Michlic, Associate Professor and
Helene and Allen Apter Chair
of Holocaust Studies and
Ethical Values at Lehigh
University in Pennsylvania,
plans to conduct research on a
book project titled, Life Begun
Anew: The Transformation of

Jewish Childhood in the Otwock
Orphanage in Poland, 1945-1949.
Efraim Zadoff, an independent
scholar and contemporary
expert on the history of the
Jews in Latin America, will
search the archive to learn
about efforts to rescue Jews 
during the Holocaust using
Latin American passports and
other documents. The Institute
issued a second call for propos-
als in September, and recipients
will be announced in 2008.

t conferences across
the world, people are

working together to
increase knowledge

and understanding about geno-
cides so that such events can be
prevented in the future. Last
month the USC Shoah
Foundation Institute participat-
ed in three such conferences.

Paris Conference Re-examines
Holocaust in Ukraine

Crispin Brooks, Curator of the
Institute’s Visual History
Archive, traveled to Paris to
present “The Visual History
Archive Interviews on Ukraine”
at a conference that addressed
the history of the Holocaust in
Ukraine. Organized by France’s
Mémorial de la Shoah, the
United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, Centre
d’Histoire de l’Europe Centrale,
Université de Paris Sorbonne -
Paris IV, and Yahad-In Unum,
“The Holocaust in Ukraine:

New Resources and
Perspectives” brought together
leading Holocaust historians,
researchers, and others to
expand understanding of the
Holocaust in Ukraine by exam-
ining new evidence, which
includes Ukrainian testimony
from the Institute’s archive.

Columbia University Holds
Human Rights Conference

Columbia University hosted
“Human Rights Archives and
Documentation: Meeting the
Needs of Research, Teaching,
Advocacy, and Social Justice,” 
a conference sponsored by the
Center for Research Libraries,
the Center for the Study of
Human Rights Documentation
and Research, and the
University of Texas Libraries.
Douglas Greenberg, Executive
Director of the Institute, pre-
sented “Indexing Memory:
Access to Video Testimony of
Genocide,” which addressed

contemporary approaches to
human rights documentation
based on the Institute’s experi-
ences gathering the testimonies
contained in the archive.

Global Conference Focuses 
on Preventing Genocide

Policymakers, diplomats,
human rights activists, and sur-
vivors and other witnesses of
genocide from around the world
convened at McGill University
in Montreal, Quebec for the
“Global Conference on the
Prevention of Genocide.”
According to the McGill Centre
for Human Rights and Legal
Pluralism, the conference 
“represents the first major non-
governmental conference on
genocide” since the United
Nations first defined the concept
in 1948. Institute Executive
Director Douglas Greenberg
chaired a panel discussion titled
“Genocide in History: The
Onward Progress of
Civilization?” Panelists includ-
ed experts on the Holocaust
and the Armenian, Cambodian,
and Rwandan genocides.
“Genocide is a pervasive inter-
national problem,” Greenberg
said, “and preventing it is a
responsibility that we all share.”

Institute Presence at
International Conferences

Institute Films Find
New Audience

Founded in 2005, the Open Student

Television Network (OSTN) is the coun-

try’s first student-produced TV net-

work, providing via Internet2 and other

high-capacity equivalents educational,

entertainment, and news content to 41

million subscribers at 4,500 university

campuses in 36 countries. 

This fall, OSTN aired two of the

Institute’s films: Giving Voice and The

Lost Children of Berlin.

Giving Voice is an educational product

comprising a film and study guide. The

film follows seven students who used

mini-DV cameras to document interac-

tions with friends and family after view-

ing survivor and witness testimony.

The Lost Children of Berlin begins 

54 years after the Gestapo closed 

the Grosse Hamburger Strasse Schule—

the last Jewish school in Berlin—when

former students, many of whom were

unaware of which of their classmates

survived, come from around the 

world to reconvene at the newly

reopened school.

“By distributing the Institute’s 

programming on OSTN, millions of

students worldwide will be encouraged

to think critically about intolerance 

and how to overcome it,” Prashant 

Chopra, CEO of

OSTN, said.

a
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Cover Story

n spring 2007, the USC Shoah
Foundation Institute enlisted
Evenson Design Group (www.evensondesign.com) to design and

build a new website to help the Institute carry out its mission more effec-
tively. “The project was guided by the belief that the website should be
more than an access point to information about the Institute and the
archive,” Douglas Greenberg, Institute Executive Director, said. “It should
be a destination where educators can find resources for their classrooms;
where researchers and scholars can further their academic pursuits; where
donors can discover new opportunities to make a difference; and where

Reaching Out Through 
the World Wide Web

i

“The project was
guided by the belief
that the website
should be more than
an access point to
information about
the Institute and the
archive. It should be
a destination where
educators can find
resources for their
classrooms; where
researchers and
scholars can further
their academic pur-
suits; where donors
can discover new
opportunities to
make a difference;
and where the 
general public can
hear the stories of
survivors and other
witnesses.” 
— Douglas Greenberg
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the general public can hear 
the stories of survivors and
other witnesses.”

Rather than simply being
renovated, the Institute’s new
website has gained many
improvements over its prede-
cessor, and visitors will find that
it has been designed to meet
the needs of users from around
the world. While some familiar,
core elements remain—the
Online Testimony Viewer, for
example—new elements have
been added as well. These
include an easy-to-use search
function; a section devoted to
educational resources in lan-
guages other than English; and
an interactive world map to
help users locate institutions
that offer access to the entire
archive or access to a smaller
collection of testimonies.

Additionally, new educational
resources have been made avail-
able for the first time online,
such as a lesson for educators of
Polish students and Segments for
the Classroom, a set of download-
able testimony clips that teach-
ers can use to build their own
classroom lessons (see sidebar
on this page). 

“Regardless of where they
are located, visitors to the 
website will now be able to
benefit more directly from the
Institute’s online resources and
services,” Kim Simon, Institute
Director of International
Programs and Communications,
said. “We are optimistic about
the potential impact the new
website will have on our mis-
sion to overcome intolerance
through the educational use of
the visual history testimonies.” 

To explore everything the
new website has to offer, log on
to www.college.usc.edu/vhi.

Online Resource 
for Educators

To coincide with the launch of its

new website, the Institute has devel-

oped Segments for the Classroom, 

an online resource for educators of

students ages 14 and older who wish

to integrate testimony from the

archive into their classroom lessons. 

“Video delivers information suc-

cinctly and persuasively, and students

respond to it in a way that they do

not respond to other media,”

explained William D. Robbins,

President of the Leo Rosner

Foundation, whose generous funding

made Segments for the Classroom

possible. “Teachers are aware of the

unique power of video, and this

resource will help them harness it.”

Segments for the Classroom con-

sists of seven downloadable clip

reels—six in English, one in Spanish—

that contain testimony covering a

variety of topics: The Holocaust

through the Eyes of Child Survivors;

Facing Persecution as a Jehovah’s

Witness; The Warsaw Ghetto

Uprising; Surviving Auschwitz II-

Birkenau; The Auschwitz II-Birkenau

Sonderkommando; The Sobibór

Uprising; and The Immigration

Experience (in Spanish). The clips

range from 17 to 33 minutes in

length, and may be viewed as down-

loaded videos or streamed directly

from the Institute’s website. To learn

more, log on to www.college.usc.

edu/vhi/segmentsfortheclassroom.

Segments for the Classroom, one of the new resources available on
the redesigned website (see sidebar on this page).

Full-color images and video bring the newly designed pages of the
website to life.

Visitors to the website can use this interactive map to locate sites at
which they can view testimony and access points to the entire archive.

www.college.usc.edu/vhi   7
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he USC Shoah
F o u n d a t i o n
Institute works
cooperatively with

regional consultants and educa-
tional partners worldwide. In
the past, the thousands of
miles that separate these con-
sultants and partners from the
Institute have also separated
them from valuable, personal
training, as well as the opportu-
nity to collaborate face to face
with Institute staff. This
August, a number of regional

consultants and education 
specialists visited the Institute
in Los Angeles for a full week 
of comprehensive training 
and discussion. 

“It was essential for me 
to meet the team with whom 
I will work,” said Katalin
G yár fás, Regional Consultant
in Hungary, “and not only
Institute staff but also my col-
leagues in other countries.”

The participants were
instructed on how to use the
Visual History Archive, how
institutions in their regions
may gain electronic access to it,
and the future of the archive’s

preservation and accessibility.
The participants were also
trained on the opportunities
and challenges involved in
using visual history in the class-
room. “In coming to the work-
shop, I hoped to find new ways
to touch on sensitive issues 
and talk with students about a
past that shouldn’t be forg o t-
ten,” Oleksandr Voytenko of
the Ukrainian Association 
of History Teachers said, “but
to do so in a way that is ethical
and correct.” 

“In the future, students
w o n ’t have the opportunity 
to meet living witnesses of the
Holocaust,” Alicja Białecka, 
of Poland’s International
Center for Education About
Auschwitz and the Holocaust,
said. “But we will have their
testimonies—and not only
their words but their emotions
and their body language.” 

In addition to addressing
how testimony can be used in
the classroom to educate sec-
ondary school students, the
workshop also included a dis-
cussion with Institute
Executive Director Douglas
G r e e n b e rg about issues associ-
ated with the use of testimony
at the university level.

Each of the regional consult-
ants and educators was given
time to share their own experi-
ences related to tolerance edu-
cation, which helped to provide
understanding about local con-
ditions that influence how the
Institute works in other coun-

tries. “The workshop was more
than an opportunity to off e r
training,” Kim Simon, Director
of International Programs and
Communications, said. “It was
a forum for the exchange of
knowledge, which will help the
Institute and its consultants
work together more eff i c i e n t l y
and eff e c t i v e l y. ”

The Regional Consultant
and Educator Workshop 
was made possible by the 
Ruth Ziegler International
Training Fund.

Education

Summer Workshop 
Bridges the Distance

For more information about the
I n s t i t u t e ’s training pro g r a m s ,
visit www. c o l l e g e . u s c . e d u / v h i /
e d u c a t i o n a l s e rv i c e s .

t

“The workshop was more than an opport u n i t y
to offer training. It was a forum for the
exchange of knowledge, which will help the
Institute and its consultants work together 
m o re efficiently and eff e c t i v e l y. ” – Kim Simon

Alicja Białecka of Poland’s
International Center for Education
About Auschwitz and the
Holocaust views testimony from
the archive.
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n Polish education,
incorporating testimony
from Holocaust survivors
and witnesses into 

classroom activities is a new
o p p o r t u n i t y. Doing so will
enable students to ‘meet’ such
individuals, to learn about their
experiences during the war, and
to learn how those experiences
influenced their later lives,”
said Piotr Tr o j ański, who along
with fellow Holocaust expert
Robert Szuchta has written an
online lesson for educators of
Polish students ages 15 to 19. 

Developed in partnership by
the USC Shoah Foundation
Institute and Poland’s
International Center for
Education About Auschwitz
and the Holocaust, W obliczu
Z agła d y. Ratując y, bierni św i a d-
kowie, sprawcy i ich pomocnicy
(Facing the Holocaust:
Rescuers, Bystanders,
Perpetrators, and Collaborators)
is a study of individual and
group behaviors in Poland dur-

ing the Holocaust. The lesson,
which can be used to meet
requirements in history, Polish
literature, civic education, and
art curricula, is designed to
encourage students to ask fun-
damental questions about the
Holocaust as it relates to history
and contemporary life in
Poland. 

Facing the Holocaust is divid-
ed into three parts. The first
part of the lesson focuses on
rescuers and addresses topics
such as the motivations behind
their efforts and the risks

involved in their
actions. By f o c u s i n g
on bystanders, the
second part of the

lesson motivates students to
think about such issues as the
consequences of passivity and
the meaning of empathy. The
third part of the lesson focuses
on perpetrators and collabora-
tors by considering the roles of
German occupiers and local
civilians.

In addition to utilizing
excerpts from primary historical
and literary texts, as well as 
photographs and statistical data,
each part of Facing the Holocaust
is driven by testimony of
Jewish survivors, and rescuers
and aid providers from the
I n s t i t u t e ’s Visual History
Archive. “This living history
conveys messages from which
students and even educators
can learn,” Tr o j ańs k i s a i d .

Facing the Holocaust is avail-
able in Polish on the Institute’s
website, www. c o l l e g e . u s c . e d u /
v h i / w o b l i c z u z a g l a d y, and is
made possible by generous
funding from Edward Phillips. 

Helping Polish Students
Understand the Holocaust

Using Testimony to
Teach Media Literacy

As part of the USC College of 

Letters, Arts & Sciences, the USC

Shoah Foundation Institute is begin-

ning to make active contributions to

p rograms at the University. This sum-

m e r, the Institute participated in a

joint training program between USC

and France’s Centre international d’é-

tudes pédagogiques (Intern a t i o n a l

Center of Teaching Studies). 

The program, hosted by the USC

Rossier School of Education, and 

faculty members Andrea Clemons,

Assistant Professor of Clinical

Education, and Kate O’Connor,

D i rector of the USC Language

A c a d e m y, enabled 20 French high

school English-language teachers to

visit USC for intensive instruction 

in English language and American

c u l t u re, with emphasis on media 

l i t e r a c y. “The arc h i v e ’s value is not

limited to the study of the

Holocaust,” Sherry Bard, Director 

of Education for the Institute, said, 

“or even to the study of history. Its

value as a tool for teaching media

literacy illustrates this point.”

B a rd and Institute Tr a i n i n g

Specialist Chaim Singer- F r a n k e s

demonstrated how to make use of

the Institute’s archive and modeled 

a lesson from C reating Character, 

an online educational re s o u rce. 

i
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Facing the Holocaust authors Piotr Trojañski (L) and Robert Szuchta.

“
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Phil and Monica Rosenthal
Endow Education and
Program Fund

Phil and Monica Rosenthal
have been longtime friends and
supporters of the USC Shoah
Foundation Institute; recently,
they established the Phil and
Monica Rosenthal Education
and Program Fund. 

“Our support of the USC
Shoah Foundation Institute
stems from our desire to help
educate today’s youth about the
horrors of genocide and racism,”
Phil Rosenthal explained. “The
nearly 52,000 testimonies con-
tained in the Institute’s archive
are a wonderful tool to reach
people in a meaningful and 
significant way.”

lished the Suzanne and Ric
Kayne Education and Program
Fund. The fund will aid in the
ongoing development and distri-
bution of anti-bias educational
resources based on the testi-
monies of Holocaust survivors
and other witnesses contained in

the Institute’s Visual History
Archive; products and programs
are being developed for middle
school, high school, and college-
age students in the United
States and abroad, and many will
be made available to educators
at no cost on the Institute’s 
website.

“Our support of the USC
Shoah Foundation Institute is
based on our belief that chil-
dren can learn valuable lessons
about understanding and
respect from viewing the 
testimonies,” Ric Kayne said.

Donor Highlight: 
Bobbie and Jim Beller

Since hearing about the 
USC Shoah Foundation
Institute in 1996, Bobbie and
Jim Beller have been making
regular contributions.

“The testimonies ensure that
the lessons of the Holocaust

Giving

New Funds to
Pursue Mission

10 usc shoah foundation institute for visual history and education

Monica Rosenthal shares her
husband’s commitment to mak-
ing a better world through the
educational use of the Institute’s
testimonies. “It’s our responsi-
bility not to sit quietly while
there continues to be suffering
around us,” she said. “The les-
sons that the survivors teach us
are very relevant to issues that
we are confronting today.”

In addition to supporting 
the Institute’s work, the
Rosenthals are involved in
other philanthropic endeavors
that benefit Childrens Hospital
Los Angeles, Inner-City Arts,
New Visions Foundation, and
American Friends of Shaare
Zedek Medical Center.

The Phil and Monica
Rosenthal Education and
Program Fund enables the
Institute to engage in a wide
range of educational activities,
which includes teacher training,
outreach, and curriculum devel-
opment in the United States
and around the world.

Education Fund Established 

Through its work with educa-
tors across the world, the USC
Shoah Foundation Institute has
learned of the need for tools
and training to help teachers
educate their students on the
consequences of intolerance;
donors like Suzanne and Ric
Kayne are helping the Institute
meet those needs.

“Education has always been a
priority of our family and a focus
of the Kayne Foundation,”
Suzanne Kayne said, who along
with her husband recently estab-

“It’s our responsibility not to sit quietly while
there continues to be suffering around us. The
lessons that the survivors teach us are very 
relevant to issues that we are confronting
today.” — Monica Rosenthal

Monica and Phil Rosenthal

Suzanne and Ric Kayne



Extraordinary Leadership:
Bob Katz

will not be lost on future 
generations,” said Bobbie 
and Jim Beller, whose father,
Leonard Barban, was one of the
American servicemen who liber-
ated camps in 1945. “Ongoing
support of the Institute allows
us to recognize the bravery and

tenacity of the survivors while
contributing to the education of
future generations.”

“There are thousands of
people in the United States and
around the world like Bobbie
and Jim Beller — loyal support-
ers who contribute to the

Institute’s efforts on an 
ongoing basis,” Steven
Klappholz, Executive Director
of Development at the USC
Shoah Foundation Institute,
said. “Collectively, this support
is what allows the Institute to
carry out its mission.”

ob Katz has been
instrumental in the
evolution of the
USC Shoah

Foundation Institute,” said
Institute Executive Director
Douglas Greenberg of Board of
Councilors Member Robert J.
Katz. “His guidance and fore-
sight have been essential to
everything we have accom-
plished in recent years. If his
leadership proves anything, it is
that one individual can make a
huge difference, even in a large
and complex organization.”

Katz first became involved
with the Shoah Foundation

when he received a
copy of PastForward
in 1998; his interest in
the Foundation was
immediate, and it was
not long before he
began contributing to
its work with ideas
and financial support.
He eventually became

Chair of the Development
Committee of the Foundation’s
Board, and he played a key role
in thinking through the many
issues that had to be resolved
in order for the move to USC
to become a reality. As a cur-
rent member of the Board of
Councilors, “Bob is always a
leader in conversation,”
Greenberg said. “He is a great
problem solver, and everyone
on the Board respects his wis-
dom and judgment.”

Katz has also introduced
many donors to the Institute—

especially in New York City,
where he lives and serves as 
a Senior Director of The
Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. 
He is a member of the Board of
Trustees of Cornell University;
the Executive Committee of
the Dean’s Advisory Board of
Harvard Law School; and the
Council on Foreign Relations.
He is also Chair Emeritus and
a past Chair of the Board of
Trustees of Horace Mann
School, and a trustee of
Achilles International, a world-
wide organization devoted to
mainstream athletics for people
with physical disabilities.

Of his unflagging support
for the Institute, Katz
remarked, “The issues being
addressed by the Institute will
have a very profound impact
on future generations of lead-
ers. Through the use of visual
history testimonies, we can
help young people learn 
about the sources and nature
of hatred and identify with its
victims, and thereby enable
and encourage them to resist it
and become more tolerant 
individuals themselves.”
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How You Can 
Make a Difference

One person really can make a 

difference. The USC Shoah

Foundation Institute counts on 

your support to continue its impor-

tant work to overcome prejudice,

intolerance, and bigotry.

Cash Donations: Gifts may be made

by cash, check, or credit card.

Pledges: You may wish to make a

gift to the Institute that is paid over

several years, following a payment

schedule that is most convenient 

for you.

Planned Gifts: Planned gifts might

help you reduce or avoid income,

gift, and inheritance taxes. Planned

gifts include wills, charitable remain-

der trusts, charitable lead trusts, and

annuities. You may wish to consider

funding a planned gift with such

assets as cash, life insurance policies,

real property, retirement plans, or

marketable securities. 

Memorial or Tribute Gifts:

Contributions can be made to honor

special occasions, such as birthdays,

weddings, or births, as well as to

memorialize a friend or family mem-

ber. The Institute will mail a tribute

card announcing the gift.

In-Kind Gifts: The Institute accepts

gifts of goods or services that fulfill

programmatic needs.

For more information, contact:

Steven Klappholz 

Executive Director of Development

USC Shoah Foundation Institute for

Visual History and Education

University of Southern California

650 W. 35th Street, Suite 114

Los Angeles, CA 90089-2571

Phone: 213-740-6001

“Through the use of visual history 
testimonies, we can help young people
learn about the sources and nature of

hatred…and thereby enable and encourage
them to resist it.” — Bob Katzb“

                                     



Gifts and Pledges: 
January 2007 through 
September 2007

$100,000 and Above

The Annenberg Foundation
The Crown Family
Roma Downey & Mark Burnett
The Feintech Family

Foundation
Hawthorne, A member of the

PNC Financial Services Group
Victoria Jackson & 

William Guthy
Marta Kauffman & 

Michael Skloff
Stavros S. Niarchos Foundation
Paramount Picture Group
Monica & Phil Rosenthal
Courtney Sale Ross
Nicole Ross
Renee & Theodore Weiler

Foundation
Ruth Ziegler

$50,000 - $99,999

Jerry Breslauer & Joyce Klein
Creative Artists Agency
Darivoff Family Foundation,

Betsy & Phil Darivoff
Kelly & Robert Day
Gang, Tyre, Ramer 

& Brown Inc.
Andrea & Jim Gordon
Carmel & Eric Greenberg
Jane L. & Robert J. Katz
John & Janet Kornreich
Levy- Markus Foundation
Majestic Realty Foundation
Jamie & Frank McCourt/ 

Los Angeles Dodgers
NetJets
Eva & Mickey Rutman
TNT
Robbi & Bruce Toll Foundation
Erna & Andrew Viterbi
Diane & Howard Wohl Family

Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999

ACE INA Foundation
The Herb Alpert Foundation
Jackie & Howard Banchik
Jill & Tom Barad
Edye & Eli Broad
Bennet Van de Bunt 

& Laura Fox
Daily Variety
DreamWorks Studios
Marcia Dunn & Jonathan Sobel
Jane & Michael Eisner
Entertainment Industry

Foundation
Elaine & Bram Goldsmith
Robert Greenberg
Dana & Yossie Hollander
Rikki & Barry Kaplan
Marilyn & Jeff Katzenberg
Suzanne & Ric Kayne
Blanche & Irving Laurie

Foundation
L’Oréal USA Inc.
Lois & Jerry Magnin
Sumner Redstone
Lynda & Stewart Resnick
Nancy & Dick Riordan
Edmond J. Safra Philanthropic

Foundation
George Schaeffer
Chip Seelig & Steve Mnuchin-

Dune Capital Management LP
Karen & Mickey Shapiro
Skechers USA
Universal Studios
Viacom, Inc.
Warner Bros. Studios
Anonymous Gifts (2)

$10,000 - $24,999

Edith Baldinger Charitable Trust
Rafael Feferman
Leo Guthman Foundation
Tom Hanks & Rita Wilson
Hauptman Family Foundation
Antonia Hernandez
Holland & Knight Charitable

Foundation, Inc.
Michael Horvitz
Kathleen Kennedy & 

Frank Marshall
Nina & Robert Kotick
Lyn & Norman Lear Family

Foundation

Andrew & Vizhier Mooney
Family Foundation

Morgan Stanley
Ressler/ Gertz Family

Foundation
Harry Robinson
Joe Roth
Sarosi-Kanter Charitable

Foundation
Seinfeld Family Foundation
Patricia & Stanley Silver
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 

Meagher & Flom LLP
Alan B. Slifka Foundation, Inc.
Wallis Foundation
Bruce Wisnicki
Noah S. Wyle Foundation
Anonymous Gift (1)

$1,000 - $ 9,999

Herbert & Marion Achtentuch
Philanthropic Fund

Virginia & Andrew Adelson
Debbie Allen
Rachel Ashwell
Bell Family Foundation
Shelly & Gary Belz
William Benter & Daniel Levy
Jay Bienstock
Biller Family Foundation
Nancy Bloch
Dayna & Steven Bochco
Brilliant Entertainment Inc.
Rabbi Lynn Brody
Charles I. Brown Foundation
Jacob Burns Foundation, Inc.
James Cameron
CBS Televison Network
City National Bank
Howard Cohodas
Comerica Bank
Toby & Leon Cooperman

Foundation
Simon Cowell
Blythe Danner
The Larry & Laurie David

Family Foundation
Dilworth Paxson LLP
DSL Health Inc.
Edlow Family Fund
Mariene & Samuel Einhorn
The Episcopal Academy, 

Merion Station, Pennsylvania
Phyllis & Dan Epstein

Partners in History and the Future®

The USC Shoah Foundation Institute wishes 
to thank the following individuals, foundations, 
and corporations for their generous support:
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Roy Essakow
Fedway Associates Inc.
Fieldstead & Co.
Richard & Shari Foos
Abby & Ira Friedman
Anne & Brad Globe
Lynda & Peter Guber
Guterman Family Foundation
William Harder & Fran Vi c t o r
Ann Harmsen
The Irving Harris Foundation
Nancy & Don Harrison
Betty & Fred Hayman
Gary Hecker
June & Ronald Hersh
Sue Hochberg
House Ear Institute
Henry H. Hoyt, Jr.
Bruce Jacobsen
Diane & Roger Jenkins
Jewish Community Center 

of Las Vegas Inc., 
Temple Beth Shalom

Ruth & Irving Karp Family Fund
Philip & Masako Togo Kasloff

F o u n d a t i o n
Pamela & Earl Kluft
Ann Claire Lester Foundation
Marion & Dr. Mel Landew
Elaine & Kenneth Leventhal
Richard & Emily Levin

F o u n d a t i o n
Arthur Levine & Lauren

L e i c h t m a n
Julie & Jerry Levy
Lawrence Levy
Leora & Lee Lewis
Robert Lieberberg
Lucasfilm Ltd.
Doreen & Meyer Luskin
Bill Matusoff
Harold Matzner
Linda May
Joan Mills
Keith Mills
Brenda & Dr. Harry Mittelman
Mrs. Sara Mittelman
Julie & Steven Molen
Jenni & Robert Morton
Joyce Moss
The Museum of Television 

& Radio
Ruth & Jerry Newman

Frederick C. Nix
Myra & Stephen Nourmand
Pasadena Community

F o u n d a t i o n
Stephanie Patzik
Jack & Marilyn Pechter

F o u n d a t i o n
Rodney & Holly Robinson Peete,

HollyRod Foundation
Performing Arts Center of 

Los Angeles County
Philadelphia Orchestra & 

the Academy of Music 
of Philadelphia

Stephen Philibosian Foundation
Picower Foundation
Please Touch Museum
Reinhard Prinz
Rancho Los Amigos Foundation
Paula Ravets & Paul Reiser
Sheri & Kenneth Resnik
Vicki Reynolds
Jeri & Gregory Rice
Linda Johnson Rice
Conrad Riggs
G e o rgina T. & Thomas A. Russo
Ilene Safron
Bernard Schack
Sheila Scharfman
Pamela Schmider
Segal Family Foundation
Diane & George Shapiro
Stephen A. Schwarzman
Lamya & Thomas Shelly
Showtime Networks
Mildred Sieckhaus
Victoria & Ronald Simms
Jules Stein Eye Institute
Marc & Eva Stern Foundation
Sidney Stern Memorial Tr u s t
Savannah & John Stevens
Jeremy Strick
Deborah Szekely
Jordan & Irene Tark Foundation
Vollmer Family Foundation
Sanford We i s s
David & Sylvia Weisz Family

Philanthropic Fund, Inc.
Luanne We l l s
Patricia & Eugene We x l e r
Samantha & John Wi l l i a m s
Alyce & Warren Wi l l i a m s o n
Wuliger Foundation
Juliette Yo u n g b l o o d

The Zemeckis Charitable Tr u s t
Ziman Family Foundation
Suzanne & Hans Zimmer

$250 - $999

Stefany & Simon Berg s o n
Boeing Company
Ellen Beth Bogolub
Bernard Cherry
Phyllis & George Cohen
Michael Cooper
Michael Culang
Mary Dalton-Mills
Danica Damplo
Discovery Shared Services
Frieda Dym
Lois & Richard England
Sondra & Sidney Epstein
Jeannette & Rafael Gelman
Allan Gold
Laurie Greenberg
Vera & Sigi Hart
Karen & Eric Herman
Robert & Anita Hirsch
IBM International Foundation
Alice & Robert Joseph
Jupiter Community High School
J u s t g i v e
Karen Krieger
Karen & Robert Kushell
Susan R. Levy
Judy & Ronald Mack
Samuel P. Mandell Foundation
Ellen Meyer Family Tr u s t
Milton Meyer Foundation
Cyril Morrison
Mount Sinai Memorial Parks 

and Mortuaries
Zack Norman
Deanne & Derek Norton
Dario Nul
Christopher Pace
Harry Redlich
Shirley Rose
Carleton Shay
Gloria Stein
Ainslie Sugarman
Teresa Swaff o r d
Mark Ta b a k
A.H. & Helen L. We i s s

F o u n d a t i o n
Gail & Nathan Wi e s e n f e l d
Anonymous Gift (1)

Wr i t e r
Jemal Yo u n g

E d i t or
Talia Cohen

Managing Editor
Kim Simon

D e s i g n
Rick Simner, Dan Nadeau
Rick Simner Design

P h o t o g r a p h y
Mark Berndt, Talia Cohen, 
M a rtin Šmok, Steven M. Wa g n e r,
Jemal Yo u n g

© 2007 USC Shoah Foundation Institute; 
University of Southern Californ i a

PastFo rw a rd
au  tumn   2oo7

PF.winter07.semifinal.rs4  10/17/07  9:21 AM  Page 13



USC Shoah Foundation Institute 
for Visual History and Education 
Leavey Library
650 West 35th Street, Suite 114
Los Angeles, CA 90089-2571

Change Service Requested

Autumn 2007

The Archive at Work Around the World, see page 2

Our Mission

To overcome prejudice,
intolerance, and bigotry 
— and the suffering they cause — 
through the educational 
use of the Institute’s 
visual history testimonies

Subscribe to our 
e-newsletter today

Begin receiving monthly 
e-newsletters alerting you to 
special events, new programs, 
and the latest Institute news.

Send an email to 
vhi-news@college.usc.edu 
with “e-newsletter” 
in the subject line.


